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London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham - Community Safety, 

Environment and Residents Services Policy & Accountability 

Committee 

 

How Slower Speeds & 20mph Limits Can Improve Road Safety and 

Support Cycling in Hammersmith & Fulham –  

Submission by 20’s Plenty For Us 
 

Introduction 

 

We would like to thank the London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham for asking 

20’s Plenty For Us to submit comments about cycling in relation to this Scrutiny 

Committee investigation. 20’s Plenty For Us is a small community-based group with 

225 branches across the UK which campaigns for slower speeds in our cities, towns 

and villages and 20mph speed limits in particular and a fairer balance between 

people and motor vehicles. We would like to make 3 main points in this submission: 

 

1) The importance of slower speeds on residential and main roads in Hammersmith 

& Fulham 

2) The progress towards 20mph limits across London 

3) The significance of slower speeds on London Bridges 

 

1) Slower Speeds in Hammersmith & Fulham 

 

There are 3 principal areas in which slower speeds and 20mph speed limits can be of 

value: 

• Casualty Reduction. Reducing urban speeds to a maximum of 20mph is widely 

recognised as reducing casualties by almost a half. Reducing speed limits alone 

from 30mph to 20mph typically reduces casualty levels by around 20%. 

• Public Health. 20mph limits are associated with higher levels of walking and 

cycling and active travel more generally. 

• Improved Quality of Life. 20mph speed limits deliver (directly and indirectly) 

lower levels of air pollution and lower levels of noise pollution and a street 

environment that is less intimidating for those who walk and cycle.  

 

The good news is that potential dis-benefits from slower speeds such as longer 

journey times have not been found to be significant. Rather than being negative to 

the local economy, slower speeds encourage people to use their local shops and 

services more frequently (as walking and cycling become relatively more attractive 

as modes of travel). As you may know those who walk to shops spend the largest 

amount overall as they visit local retailers the most frequently (and this far 

outweighs a slightly lower spend per visit). 
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The Position in Hammersmith & Fulham 

 

While the record of the borough is reasonably good as regards road casualties having 

seen significant falls in total casualties between 2012 and 2013, there were still a 

total of 678 road casualties in the borough in 2013. Of these 50 of these were 

serious and 3 were fatal.  

 

In addition there are three important themes from the 2013 casualty data (from TfL) 

which point to a need for a lower speed environment: 

 

a) Vulnerable Road Users. Almost most half (45.6%) of those injured (of any severity) 

on the borough’s roads were “vulnerable” road users (pedestrians or cyclists). Of 

those killed or seriously injured almost three-fifths (58.5%) were pedestrians or 

cyclists.  

 

b) Highway Authority. Almost nine out of ten road casualties (87.3%) (of any 

severity) occurred on borough managed roads (rather than the TfL managed Red 

Routes); 84.9% of serious or fatal casualties occurred on borough managed roads. 

 

c) Road Classification. Whilst Hammersmith & Fulham has done a great deal to make 

residential roads safer with 20mph zones, this is NOT where the majority of 

casualties occur. More than four-fifths (80.1%) of all casualties (of any severity) and 

81.1% of serious and fatal casualties occur on roads that are classified as “A” or “B” 

roads. Because so much of London’s roads involve a mix of uses such as residential, 

employment, shopping, local services and routes to health services they inevitably 

involve interactions between people and motor vehicles. 

 

The map below (http://www.crashmap.co.uk) illustrates how significant the major 

roads are in relation to casualties as it displays the locations of all serious and fatal 

collisions in the Shepherd’s Bush and Hammersmith areas for the three years 2010 

to 2012. 
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We would suggest, therefore, that a real focus is needed on making main roads in 

the borough safer and that lower speed limits can play a major role in delivering a 

safer environment for residents and local communities. The good news is that 

journey times will not be increased, air quality will be improved AND local economies 

will benefit. 

 

2) The progress of 20mph limits in London 

 

There has been significant progress on 20mph speed limits on both London borough 

roads and on TfL roads in the past 18 months. It is now fair to say that at least 6 

London boroughs have adopted or are planning to adopt borough-wide 20mph limits 

on all the roads which they manage and a further 3 have adopted or pledge to adopt 

20mph on all residential roads. These are outlined as follows: 

 

1. Borough-wide 20mph Limits. A number of the London boroughs have moved 

towards borough-wide 20mph speed limits. These are: 

• Islington has now fully implemented 20mph speed limits on all the roads it 

manages through a mix of large signs, small repeater signs and 20mph 

roundels in the carriageway. 

• Camden has also now implemented its policy of borough-wide 20mph speed 

limits on all on its borough roads. 

• City of London. The Court of Common Council voted in early September 2013 

to adopt an authority-wide 20mph limit which is due to come into force on 

Sunday 20th July 2014. All Red Routes will be included except for Upper and 

Lower Thames Street and the Tower gyratory which will remain 30mph. 

• Southwark. 20mph adopted by full Council and approved by Cabinet for 

implementation. The plan is for all roads (including main roads) to be 20mph 

during summer 2014. Southwark have asked TfL to consider which of its Red 

Routes in Southwark can become 20mph. 

• Hackney. On 29th January 2014, Hackney announced that it would be rolling 

out 20mph across the borough’s main roads (in two stages) by the end of 

2015. 

• Lambeth. Plans to move to 20mph on its borough managed roads potentially 

to be implemented in 2015. 

• Haringey. Public consultation on adoption of a borough 20mph limit ended 

on 31
st

 October 2013 and the results are due to be presented to Cabinet later 

in 2014. 

 

• Waltham Forest has a commitment to 20mph on all residential roads and in 

all residential areas and, as part of its Cycle Action Plan. 

• Greenwich & Tower Hamlets have committed to 20mph (to be implemented 

over time via zones) on all residential roads. 

 
 
 
 

The position of the London boroughs is summarised as follows: 
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2) TfL and the TLRN 

 

• The other big change in the past 2 years has been the position of 20mph on the 

TfL managed TLRN.  The rise in (cycling and pedestrian) casualties in 2011 

coupled with the work of the Mayor’s Roads Task Force and its creation of 

typologies that lean a more towards “place” and less towards “movement” have 

led to a greater acceptance of the idea of 20mph on parts of the TLRN.  

• Changes towards 20mph speed limits on the TLRN include: 

- 20mph speed limit on the IMAX roundabout at Waterloo from June 2013. 

- 20mph speed limit installed in Camberwell Town Centre (associated with 

the delivery of Cycle Superhighway 5) – May 2014. 

- 20mph is planned also for New Cross on CS5 and Peckham Town Centre.  

- TfL is encouraging boroughs which have adopted/are planning to adopt 

20mph limits on their own roads to consider which of the TLRN roads 

they may wish to become 20mph. 

- Elephant & Castle Northern Roundabout “consideration of the 

appropriateness and effectiveness of a 20 mph speed limit.” 

- Camden High Street is 20mph enforced by the phasing of its traffic lights. 

- The removal of the Tottenham Hale gyratory includes plans to replace it 

with two-way roads with 20mph limit. 

- 18 month trial of 20mph speed limits on two north-south corridors 

(including 2 bridges) through the City
1
. 

 

 

                                                 
1
 http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/about-the-city/what-we-do/media-centre/news-releases/2014/Pages/consultation-begins-

on-citys-20mph-speed-limit.aspx 
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3) The significance of slower speeds on London Bridges 

 

The growth of cycling has encouraged a re-evaluation of speed limits on the bridges 

across the Thames. Volumes of cycles have increased significantly and now form an 

important proportion of movements. The London Cycling Census of April 2013 

(http://casa.oobrien.com/traffic/) indicted that the proportion of cycles in the AM 

peak were as follows on Thames bridges (where data was collected): 

 

Bridge Direction of Travel 

(into Central London) 

Bicycles Total 

Vehicles 

% Cycles 

Tower Bridge Northbound         1,322          4,391  30.1% 

London Bridge Northbound         2,491          5,344  46.6% 

Southwark Bridge Northbound         1,465          2,354  62.2% 

Blackfriars Bridge Northbound         2,650          6,140  43.2% 

Waterloo Bridge Northbound         2,552          5,803  44.0% 

Westminster Bridge Westbound         1,072          3,639  29.5% 

Lambeth Bridge Westbound         1,171          3,472  33.7% 

Vauxhall Bridge Northbound         1,524          6,746  22.6% 

Chelsea Bridge Northbound         1,866          4,706  39.7% 

Albert Bridge Northbound            183          2,459  7.4% 

 

A number of these bridges have implemented or are about to implement 20mph 

speed limits (partly in order to contribute to cyclist safety). These are: 

• Tower Bridge – existing camera enforced 20mph limit 

• London Bridge and Blackfriars Bridge – TfL trial commencing 20
th

 July 2014 

• Southwark Bridge – borough 20mph limit 

 

In addition there is discussion of Vauxhall Bridge being included in the 20mph limit 

which is proposed as part of the development of Cycle Superhighway 5. 

 

Owing to the importance of Hammersmith Bridge as a link for cyclists and 

pedestrians between the boroughs of Hammersmith & Fulham and Richmond-upon-

Thames, we would strongly encourage that consideration be given to the bridge 

being included in 20mph speed limit at the very least for an extended trial period (as 

per London Bridge and Blackfriars Bridges). 

 

We would once again thank you for encouraging and allowing this submission. 

 

Jeremy Leach London Campaign Co-ordinator 20's Plenty For Us – 4
th

 July 2014 

 

Tel: 07415-243015 

Email: jeremy.l@20splentyforus.org.uk 

www.20splentyforus.org.uk 

 


